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Don’t forget to add the flag at the end of the article!!!
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A work of art.  Elite.  
Crazy cool.  Game changer.  These are 
all phrases Jim Rourke set out to define 
his vision:  A golf tool that inspires a 
“wow” literally every time someone 
sees it or hears you use it.  Jim Rourke, 
President of Stiletto Golf, began this 
journey more than ten years ago.  
Finally, late last year, he succeeded 
with an heirloom-quality Stiletto-
switchblade action ball mark repair 
tool that looks and feels like nothing 
else.  Plus, it has the unmistakable 
signature Stiletto switchblade sound. 
This distinctive double click is right out 
of a Hollywood knife fight.  Although 
side-swinging switchblades have 
existed for years and are very common, 
they have to be manually folded and 
can be accidentally triggered in your 
pocket.   The Stiletto is fully automatic 
firing and retracting out of the front 
of the tool, and it is impossible to 
open accidentally.  Again, it looks and 
sounds like nothing else.  It is definitely 
an attention-getter on the course.  
    Jim Rourke spent a great deal of his 
adult life in the Air Force as a ROMAD – 
a Special Ops operative functioning as 
a Liaison to the Army.  He coordinated 
and controlled close-air support and 
was part of the Rapid Deployment 
Force on call for any problems 
throughout the world.  After retirement, 
he caught the inventor/ entrepreneurial 
bug.   Jim comments, “One day I was 
watching a movie with my son, and 
the bad guy about to start a gang fight 
fires a switchblade knife with that 
intimidating distinctive sound, and I 
just couldn’t get this idea out of my 
head.   I thought if I could actually 
make this work in a golf repair tool, it 
would be a product that could bring a 
paradigm shift to a very standard golf 
product.”  In 2008 Mr. Rourke patented 

the action in the Stiletto Green Tool and 
started a company in December 2008.   
    Jim adds, “The problems with 
developing a 100% reliable and 
extremely high quality production 
model was an incredible challenge.  
The compact size was the problem 
along with its complexity.  I 
ultimately wanted a tool for the 
discriminating golfer who wants to 
own the best of everything.  Give 

them fine wood and other exclusive 
handle materials, a clean stylish 
design and last-forever quality like 
a really fine knife.  I certainly didn’t 
think it would take another 13 
years.  I am so proud of this tool.”  
Jim said with a chuckle, “My favorite 
part is being on the green when I push 
the button.  That sound is unmistakable 
and immediately turns heads.  The 
subsequent wows and comments 

make this entire journey worthwhile.  
Even the original version in plastic 
got “Wows” from Hall of fame golfers.  
I’m very excited to see the golfers 
respond to the Stiletto.”   It really has 
been an epic journey for Mr. Rourke.  
There were design improvements and 
countless prototypes made.  Slowly 
but surely, Jim kept plugging away.  
Last year, some very clever design 
changes made this high quality tool 
feasible.  With the pandemic issues 
behind him and a final design in hand, 
he had the prototypes made.  When 
they finally arrived, they were perfect 
and exactly what he always wanted. 
    I have known Jim for more than 10 
years.  I had an original plastic Stiletto, 
but after seeing the new version and 
holding it in my hand, I can say it is 
definitely next level!   He is looking 
at a very high-end consumer, so he 
spared no expense on construction and 
materials to make certain you can feel 
the weight and quality immediately.   
It is really impressive to say the least.  
The Stiletto will initially be available in 
natural wood and anodized aluminum.  
Soon though, he promises to offer 
handles in various fine woods and even 
exotic custom materials.   All of them 
will offer the option of corporate logos 
on the tool itself and ball markers.   
Stiletto Golf will also be offering the 
tool in a beautiful executive gift box.  
    OK…  If you’re someone who 
always wants the best of everything, 
I can personally promise you this…   

There is a Stiletto in your future!    
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Jim Rourke – Tenacity Pays. Big Time.
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